Exercise and discussion 12
Film: Mardi Gras: Made In China
[bookmark: _GoBack]This film contains several chapters content. You will receive 20 points for this film: exercise and discussion for 12. I expect some insightful and meaningful final contributions. See if this changes your view on those beads that so many people have hanging from their car's rear-view mirrors. This film is shown in more Anthropology and Sociology classes for an array of different chapters content. Let's see what you think. Post this as exercise 12.
Beads making is a deeply rooted culture that follows a unique traditional lifestyle. Fuzhou is a bead manufacturing factory in China and it is here where the most beautiful and colorful bead ornaments are made by teenage young girls who are paid about 10 cents per hour.  Handcrafted intricate beadwork is as much a part of Chinese culture, but the most disturbing thing is that Fuzhou uses teenage young girls to make the beads for commercial purposes. The factory owner exports the beads worldwide where they are used during Mardi Gras celebrations. We all know that one who leaves their culture is a slave.
Traditionally, beading was done only by women in Chinese culture and has been practiced since time immemorial. The skill was passed down from generation to generation. Today, it is done only by a few teen girls who do it not because it is part of their culture, but as a way of earning a living. To understand the meaning of beads is to understand the unspoken language of Chinese traditions. Various pieces were designed exclusively for certain ceremonies, for example, there were those designed for weddings. Colors were also assigned meaning in different Chinese villages, for example, red representing strength, green for the rich earth, orange for warmth and hospitality. In my opinion, the beads no longer represent the meanings they were intended to hold. They are used as beautifying objects just like any other objects. 
As the film demonstrates, people no longer understand these meanings.  In the film, David Redmon asks random drunken Mardi Gras celebrators in a pre-Katrina New Orleans if they are familiar with the meaning and origins of the bead necklaces they worn on their bodies. The responses were maddening as some responded that “we don’t care, they are beads for boobs..”  If it is not ignorance, Americans are unaware of the various meanings the beads have in culture and this portrays a clear cultural divide that can only be closed if people take pleasure in learning other cultures and traditions different from theirs. Whilst this could be difficult if cultural diversity in the world is made impossible. 
